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Synopsis

John Fleagle has improved on his 1988 text by reconceptualizing chapters and by bringing new
findings in functional and evolutionary approaches to bear on his synthesis of comparative primate
data. The Second Edition provides a foundation upon which students can develop an understanding
of our primate heritage. It features up-to-date information gained through academic training,
laboratory experience and field research. This beautifully illustrated volume provides a
comprehensive introductory text explaining the many aspects of primate biology and human
evolution. Key Features* Provides up-to-date information about many aspects of primate biology
and evolution* Contains a completely new chapter on primate communities* Presents totally revised
chapters on primate origins, early anthropoids, and fossil platyrrhines* Includes an updated
glossary, new illustrations, and a revised Classification of Order Primates* Succeeds as the best

introductory text on primate evolution because it synthesizes and allows access to primary literature
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Customer Reviews

Reviews of the First Edition"Fleagle’s book...is a tour de force as well as a tour d’horizon of the
primate order....Fleagle’s book fills a long-standing need for a comprehensive and up-to-date
introductory text in its field."--NATURE"Just occasionally in academic life there comes together in
one person research ability, industry, and the willingness to communicate. This is indeed the case
for John Fleagle’s textbook. An admirable book that deserves the success that it will undoubtedly

achieve."--BIOLOGY AND SOCIETY"Professional primatologists and students alike will be



delighted with John Fleagle’s Primate Adaptation and Evolution, which will brilliantly refresh any
university reading list in the subject. For many university courses on primate biology, it will
undoubtedly become a primary text."--THE TIMES HIGHER EDUCATION SUPPLEMENT"This is an
excellent book on primate comparative anatomy, behavioral ecology, and
paleontology."--AMERICAN ANTHROPOLOGIST"John Fleagle has done it! Primate Adaptation and
Evolution is the readable and "seeable," but still traditional, textbook that my students have been
waiting for someone to write."--AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHYSICAL ANTHROPOLOGY"This book
will be welcomed with a sigh of relief in departments of anatomy and biological anthropology
world-wide. Here at last is an up-to-date, comprehensive and reliable textbook for courses in
primate and human evolution.... It will, and should, stand as a major teaching resource for primate
evolution for some years to come. It is an excellent text and a reflection of Fleagle’s major
contributions to our field."--PRIMATE EYE"This volume is basically designed as an advanced
undergraduate or graduate textbook but is so well illustrated and organized that it can also be used
as a general source or reference for less specialized readers. No other single work can match the
range of its topics, which matches the interests of its author, one of the leading students of primate

paleontology, behavior, morphology, and evolution."--CHOICE

* Features up-to-date information about many aspects of primate biology and evolution* Contains a
completely new chapter on primate communities* Presents totally revised chapters on primate
origins, early anthropoids, and fossil platyrrhines* Includes an updated glossary, illustrations, and *
Classification of Order Primates® Succeeds as the best introductory text on primate evolution

because it synthesizes and allows access to primary literature

Can you study physical anthropology and not have this book? Probably not. If it hasn’t been
assigned to you as part of your education and you are serious about physical anthropology, you
should buy this book right now. This book outlines the living primates as well as the extinct species
in an easy to understand, easy to learn format. It has all the information you could ever need to

know about living and extinct primates.

You can'’t possibly study physical anthropology without having this book at your side. | learn
something new every time | read it. It's precise and to the point and isn'’t filled with a ton of useless

jargon.



This great for Anthropology students and researchers alike. A lot of great info and statistics.

I’'m not even a student & haven’t been for decades, but | sat down to read this text and really didn’t
want to put it down! My family had to make their own dinners the night it appeared on the front
step.lt covers everything, just everything you always wanted to know about any primate on the
planet: how we are all constructed and why. Most of the illustrations are line-drawings in my edition,

but there are lots and lots of them. You cannot go wrong with this book.

Anyone who teaches an intro to primates course will wish to assign this book to their students.
There are a variety of textbooks on the subject available, and some of them are excellent. Fleagle’s
volume, however, is the only one that provides such a complete review of the fossil record and
anatomical variation, as well as behavioral variation. It is concise, thorough, and complete, and the

best of the choices available to an instructor in this subject.

During college, | used this book extensively to gather initial information on primates. This book
covers anywhere from the evolutionary relationship of primates, to the current dentition of any
primate species. The book does an excellent job of cataloging primate species to be easily

referenced.
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